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the incorporation of a pacific clause in future commercial treaties. 
The meeting was then addressed by Messrs. J. P. Blanchard, Al- 
den Bradford, G. C. Beckwitb, A. A. Phelps, E. M. P. Wells, Brad- 
ford Sumner, S. E. Coues, and Robert Rantoul, Esq. 

The following resolutions, submitted by Rev. Mr. Torrey, were 
adopted,and copies of them furnished Mr. Sturge before his departure. 

Resolved, That this meeting receive with great pleasure the suggestion by our friend 
Joseph Sturge of England, of a general conference of the friends of peace from different 
countries, at the earliest practicable opportunity at London, to consult on the measures 
which are best adapted to promote universal peace among the nations of Ihe earth ; and 
they respectfully refer the subject to the Executive Committee of the American Peace 
Society for their decision, or correspondence and consultation with the friends of the 
eause in this, and other countries. 

Resolved, That the suggestion, by Judge Jay, of the insertion of a clause in all com- 
mercial treaties between nations, mutually binding the parties to submit alt interna- 
tional disputes, during the continuance of such treaties, to the arbitration of some one 
or more friendly Powers, presents a definite and practieahle object of effort, worthy of 
the serious attention of the friends of peace ; and this meeting recommend to the friends 
of the cause in different countries, to petition their representative governments in favor 
of the measure. 

Resolved, That this meeting present their thanks to Joseph Sturge for his communi- 
cation, and express their concurrence in the views presented by him, and their wishes 
for his safe arrival in England, and interview with the friends of peace there. 

The meeting was then dissolved. 



CONGRESS OF NATIONS. 

The Subject still before Congress. — The numerous and highly 
respectable petitions which brought this subject before our National 
Legislature, for the second and third time, still keep it there for 
future action. It cannot be brought forward at the Extra Session ; 
but we are glad to learn, that it will doubtless receive attention at 
the next regular session. We expect neither the report nor the dis- 
cussion in Congress to be immediately favorable in all respects to 
our plan ; but it has already met with a degree of favor so much 
beyond the common fate of such enterprises at their outset, that our 
friends ought to take courage, and renew their zeal. 

ACTION OP THE NEW YORK LEGISLATURE. 

J. L. O'Sullivan, a member of the Assembly from the City of New 
York, offered the following resolves, which were ordered to be 
printed, and laid on the table. What further action, if any, was had 
on the subject, we have not learned. 

Resolved, That War for any other purpose, or carried to any further 
extent, than the simple repulsion of actual foreign invasion or armed 
attack, is alike hostile and hateful to the spirit of Christianity, the 
genius of democratic liberty, and every the highest interest, in- 
dividually and collectively, of men, of nations, and of the human race ; 
that in the inexpressible and inconceivable complication of horrors 
inseparable from its least revolting form, even the vast and manifold 
material evils and sufferings which it scatters broadcast around its 
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path, sink into insignificance in comparison with the fatal moral 
influences which attend it and long continue to follow in its train ; 
and that in the present age of a professed Christian civilization, and 
of liberal philosophical enlightenment, the remedy of a war, of re- 
vengeful atonement, undertaken between nations united by the fra- 
ternal bonds pfa mutually beneficial commercial intercourse, whether 
on any supposed point of offended dignity or insulted " honor," or 
for^the punishment of injuries inflicted on any mere material interests, 
or even for the vindication and protection of undoubted public or 
private rights, would involve a national guilt and folly, the one as 
grievous and wicked, as the other would be absurd and contemptible. 

Resolved, That these truths have a peculiar applicability to the 
case of a nation whose entire system of institutions is based in its 
theory on the principles of a high moral, philanthropic, and pacific 
democracy; and upon which rests, together with the incalculable 
blessings of those institutions and of their fruits, a great responsibility 
of justifying those principles to the view of other nations of the earth, 
by exhibiting on all occasions, in the conduct of its external relations, 
a consistent and harmonious exemplification of their truly wise, 
benign, and beneficent spirit. 

Resolved, That the peaceful remedy of cessation of intercourse, 
commercial, political and social, carried out to a greater or less extent 
according to circumstances, and accompanied with a solemn protest 
and remonstrance addressed to the public opinion of all the nations 
of civilized Christendom, is calculated to afford a far more effectual 
redress of national wrongs and protection of national rights, than any 
to be sought in the old barbarian, wicked, and foolish rssort of a 
Declaration of War. 

Resolved, That the project of a Congress of Nations for the adju- 
dication and adjustment of national controversies, presents a simple 
and effectual means of striking at the root of this fearful evil and 
folly of War, by which the earth has been for so many ages desolated 
and disgraced ; that it needs only the co-operation of a few of the 
more enlightened and liberalized commercial nations, to become a 
practical reality, to a sufficient extent to serve as a basis for future 
successive enlargement ; and that it is upon the United States of 
America that the duty is solemnly incumbent of takiug the initiative 
in the movement and the efforts requisite to carry this simple and 
sublime project into effect; not alone from the character and spirit 
by which all our institutions are pervaded, but also from the success- 
ful example afforded by our own peculiar political organization, of 
the principle of the harmonious federation of separate national sove- 
reignties, on the basis of certain specific and limited objects of a com- 
mon interest. 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That inasmuch as it is in the 
Federal Government that the power and the duty reside, under the 
Constitution of the United States, of administering the affairs of the 
external relations of the Union, the Executive department of that 
Government be requested to take such initiatory steps in the way of 
its negotiations with foreign states, as it may judge practicable and 
proper, to carry into effect the object of the preceding resolution. 
And that, in all their legislation in reference to the foreign relations 
of the Union, and especially in the present agitated and alarming 
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crisis of the public sentiment and policy, the Senators and Represen- 
tatives in Congress from this State be requested to conform their 
action, as nearly as may be, to the principles and spirit of these res- 
olutions. 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That a copy of these resolutions 
be communicated to the President of the United States, to each of 
the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State, and to 
the Executives of the different States of this Union, with a request 
that they may be laid before the respective Legislatures of the same. 



VIEWS OF QUAKERS ON CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

We have from the first maintained, that the strictest principles of 
peace are consistent with civil government, and have referred, for 
proof of their actual consistency, to the case of the Quakers, who de- 
nounce all war as contrary to the gospel, yet recognize civil govern- 
ment as an ordinance of Heaven. 

We have before us a new confirmation of our views respecting the 
consistency of peace and civil government. It is a document issued 
by " the Representatives of the Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends for New England " in 1840, and obviously designed to guard 
its members against confounding their views of peace with that 
theory which discards all human government as contrary to the 
Christian dispensation. 

The Society first assert their belief that all war is wrong. 

" We do indeed believe that war and fighting are contrary to the 
Divine will, and unlawful for us as Christians — and we cannot, 
therefore, in any way, countenance or contribute to military opera- 
tions." 

They proceed next to illustrate from the Bible, and their own 
standard writers, their views of civil government. 

" But while we have thus feltbound uncompromisingly to maintain 
our belief of the peaceable nature of the Christian dispensation, we 
have ever acknowledged the propriety and necessity of human gov- 
ernment in conducting the affairs of men, and have since our origin, 
from time to time, declared our views in this respect, manifesting 
our fidelity to whatever government an overruling Providence might 
place us under. Nor do we believe that in this way our peaceable 
principles are at all infringed upon. 

" We find in the New Testament clear and undeniable evidence 
that civil government was fully recognized by Christ himself and his 
apostles ; and we have ever considered it to be essential to the pres- 
ervation of good order and the promotion of the happiness of man — 
nor have we as a Society any unity with the views of those who deny 
the necessity of human governments. 

" When the apostle Peter was inquired of, " Does not your master 
pay tribute ?" he replied in the affirmative, and Christ upon the 



